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The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) has become a strategic forum for negotiations
on tropical products, considered to be vital to Mexico as one of world's principal producers of
fresh, processed and semiprocessed tropical products. Recently, Mexico participated in talks with
producer-exporters of tropical products to examine solutions to export problems within GATT.
Mexico and several Asian nations (Thailand, Singapore, Brunei, Malaysia and the Philippines),
among others, arrived at the ministerial-level meetings of the GATT in Montreal, Canada, late
last year with a program for influencing negotiations on tropical products. The program, known
as the General Complementary Formula, involves trade liberalization for raw, semi-processed
and processed tropical products; the elimination of internal and selective taxes, clarification of
sanitary standards, and global, non-compartmentalized negotiation. Tropical products included in
the discussions were coffee, cocoa, tea, spices, plants and flowers, vegetable oils, rubber, yute and
heavy fibers. Modifications in tariffs pertaining to tropical products imports to the US, Japan and
the European Community, were among the most important results for tropical product exporters.
Tropical product trade in the world market is estimated at $70 billion annually. (Basic data from
Notimex, 01/06/89)
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